[Renal artery aneurysm in Wegener's granulomatosis].
Microaneurysms of renal and visceral arteries are characteristic signs of periarteritis nodosa. Normally they are not found in Wegener's disease, where glomerulonephritis is commonly observed. We report on a patient with vasculitis of the upper and lower respiratory tract, focal glomerulonephritis, prostatic and pulmonary granulomas and anti-cytoplasm antibodies corresponding to Wegener's disease. The most striking findings in angiography were multiple small aneurysms of the peripheral branches of the renal artery. At necroscopy these angiographic findings were histologically proven as necrosis of the arterial wall with destruction of the elastic lamina, causing local vascular ectasia. These renal vascular changes are a characteristic sign of periarteritis nodosa. The combination of clinical, laboratory, radiologic and histologic findings in our patient can be explained as an overlap-syndrome of Wegener's disease and periarteritis nodosa. We assume that the combination of pathologic findings in our patient correspond to a rare atypical renal manifestation of Wegener's disease.